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THE PIMLICAN  
 

 TERM 3 2018 

 
 

YEAR 7 

MR BARDETTI, HEAD OF YEAR 7 
c.bardetti@pimlicoacademy.org  

 
Year 7 students have welcomed the New Year with a positive attitude it is lovely to see how settled they have become in 

their new school.  Students were very excited to receive their Assessment Point 1 results and they have been busy setting 

targets for Assessment Point 2 during their academic tutoring sessions. 

I am particularly pleased to celebrate the performances of Alise Cenaj, Arwa Saleh and Zaya Vasconcelos.  All three girls 

deserve a commendation for making the most amount of progress in the entire year group. 

As part of our continued personal, social, health and economic (PSHE) education, Year 7 students have just completed a unit 

of work on Sex and Relationship Education (SRE).  I would like to congratulate all students for their maturity and levels of 

engagement during this unit of work.  

  

 

INTRODUCTION FROM THE PRINCIPAL, MS GREEN 

Please enjoy reading the Term 3 newsletter which 

captures a flavour of the work in the last six weeks of 

term from our Departments and Pastoral teams.  We 

have enjoyed seeing large numbers of parents at our 

meetings for Year 13, 11, 8 and 7 over the last two terms 

and look forward to seeing Year 9 and 10 parents and 

carers next term.  

 

I was delighted to learn that we had five Oxbridge offers this term for our Year 13 

pupils in Medicine, Architecture, History, Maths and Philosophy.  These pupils 

clearly love the subject they have chosen to study and this has been nurtured over 

the years both in lessons and opportunities to further study and explore the subject 

outside of lesson time with staff.  We have had some great offers from many top 

universities and Art colleges and it is great to see all the years of hard work paying 

off for our Post 16 pupils.  The younger pupils continue to be a pleasure to teach 

and get fully involved in the wider life of the school which we always encourage and 

support. 

 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
March 1  

Year 9 Parentsõ Evening 

3:55-7:00pm  

March 15 

Y10 Parentsõ Evening  

3:55-7:00pm  

March 16  

Year 9 Choices Deadline  

March 21  

Concerto Competition  

6-7pm  

March 28  

Spring Concert 6:30 -8:30pm  

March 29  

End of Term   

May 23  

KS3 focus Chamber 

Concert 6 -7pm  

June 27  

Year 10 focus Chamber 

Concert  ð 6-7pm  
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7PC/PD have also been participating in an additional PSHE unit of work focusing on mental health along with the mental 

health charity, Mind.  The Learnwell Programme is a course designed for young people that tackles the stigma around 

discussing mental health, providing clear information on a range of mental health issues and teaching steps that everyone 

can follow to look after their mental wellbeing.  Taylor, the course teacher from Mind, has already commented on how 

committed the tutor group has been and that it might just be the best group of students that that she has ever worked with! 

Thank you to parents who attended the Year 7 Parent Evening and Parent Coffee morning focusing on Online Safety and 

Social Media.  Both events provided us with a great opǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƪŜȅ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 

education.  The next Coffee Morning is scheduled for Tuesday 13th March.  We will be in touch with more information but 

please keep the date in your diary.  Claudio Bardetti ς Head of Year 7  

Well done to Aaron Zeleke who has been putting together a weekly sports newsletter covering the Year 7 lunchtime football 

league and other Year 7 sporting events such as basketball tournaments.  Aaron presents the newsletter to the entire year 

group in assembly and has embraced the challenge of reporting on the matches. He came up with the idea himself and has 

invited other students to contribute and help out if they would like to.  The year 7 raising aspirations topic for this term has 

ōŜŜƴ ΨƳŜŘƛŀ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ 

newsletter.  We look forward to many more editions this year! Anthony Cornish ς Year 7 Academic Support Officer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 8 

MR FORD, HEAD OF YEAR 8  
j.ford@pimlicoacademy.org  
 

The past month and a half has been a general success for year 8 as they completed Assessment Point 1 for all subjects after 

hard work in terms 1 and 2 in class and revision.  The AP1 results saw progress from Y7 AP2 across the range of subjects, 

which demonstrates the excellent teaching and learning going on in classrooms and at home in year 8.  

As a consequence of these findings, students are able to sit down with their teachers, along with parents/carers, at Year 8 

tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ у CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪΦ  In 
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these meetings, they will also discover their areas for improvement and what 

strategies will aid this, and indeed find out whether they will be targeted by 

specific subjects for extra progress between now and AP2, which takes place 

in term 6.  

My congratulations go to these two lists of students, who were the top 10 

students in year 8 for overall attainment, and crucially, for most progress: 

Top 10 students for progress 

from Y7 AP2 ς Y8 AP1: 

Top 10 students for attainment 

in Y8 AP1: 

Tamer 

Anisha 

Jamilah 

Aaron 

Yashifa 

Esther 

Kyah 

Shakirah 

Afnan 

Chloe 

Sarah 

Shiva 

Amel 

Hanifa 

Meer 

Fajr 

Niyaz 

Salem 

Samiyah 

Daya 

 

Over terms 4 and 5, tutors will also be meeting with individual students to 

congratulate and discuss areas for improvement.  In addition, the year team 

(myself, Ms Warwick, and Mr Meneghello) will be working with a select 

group of pupils to aid their progress from now. 

Mr Ford 
Head of Year 8 
 
 

YEAR 9 
MR WOOD, HEAD OF YEAR 9 
j.wood @pimlicoacademy.org  
 
GCSE CHOICES 

I am sure you are aware that your child will be making their GCSE choices 

very soon.  Year 9 students are currently looking forward to their GCSE 

courses and working on their selections for next year.  This process will 

continue over the next two months leading up to each student handing in 

ǘƘŜƛǊ D/{9 ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎ ŦƻǊƳ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊΦ  ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀōƻǳǘ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΩǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ 

or in assembly, so each student will have a better understanding of what to expect in GCSE lessons next year.  The results 

from their recent AP1 exams will also help to guide students into making the choices that are best for them. 

 

  
  

The return from Christmas sees a new 

student leader join the year 8 team: 

welcome Fajr!  Our newest Student 

Leader has slotted in brilliantly, and 

along with her sixteen peers, has risen to 

new heights of responsibility.  From 

collecting resources for their forms, to 

leading Student Voice sessions, the 

Student Leaders have been developing 

in their roles.   

This has been shown brilliantly in the 

new Equipment Kits that all Student 

Leaders carry ς a pencil case loaded with 

all the necessary equipment a pupil 

might need.  The Student Leaders then 

act as mobile equipment-libraries, 

lending pens, rulers, and calculators to 

their class mates, in a bid to ensure all 

pupils are well equipped for lessons, and 

able to learn effectively.  Initial reports 

suggests this is working well.  

CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ŀƭ ȅŜŀǊ у 

readers of our new Home Learning rule:  

If you get two Home Learning referrals 

in one week, you will spend the 

following Monday lunch time with me in 

detention.  I am very glad to say that so 

far we have only had 3 pupils who have 

had to do this; keep up the good work, 

Year 8!  

Mr Meneghello 
Deputy Head of Year 8  
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Form tutors will be conducting academic tutorials over the next three school 

week s with each student in their group.  This will help students to better 

understand their AP1 results and use them to pick the correct courses next 

year, as well as move forward to better grades in their AP2 tests.  Year 9 

students should then have a clearer picture of the subjects they wish to choose 

before Year 9 Parents Evening. 

THE PARENTS EVENING FOR YEAR 9 IS THURSDAY 1ST MARCH FROM 

3:45PM TO 7PM.  

There will be a one off presentation from 3:45-4pm to explain the Choices 

process.  It is important that all year 9 students are represented by their 

parents or carers on the evening because this is when we will be giving out the 

GCSE option forms for each student.  This is your opportunity to talk to your 

ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ 

GCSE courses next year.  This will enable you to give further support to your 

child through the GCSE choices process and help them fill out the form. 

In the weeks after parents evening each Year 9 student will have an interview 

with a member of the Senior Leadership Team or the Year 9 Team.  The choices 

form will be handed in at the end of this interview so it is a final opportunity 

to ensure that students have chosen the best subjects for their timetable next 

year.  The last interviews will be on Friday 16th March. 

YEAR 9 POSITIVE EXAMPLES 

I am delighted to inform you that Year 9 students continue to display the 

values of Respect, Politeness and Manners in their lessons and around the 

school.  With this in mind I would like to congratulate the following students 

who have won the Academic and Pastoral Star of the Week awards this term. 

Academic 
Roshan Iha ς Millwood 

Nali Aziz 
Mariam Abdelhadi and 

Leonardo Zang 
Tommy Flaherty and 

Aishah Rahman 
 

Pastoral 
Frank Robson 

Ali Benzeggouta 
Adam Hassaballa 

 

I would like to highlight two sets of Year 9 students who have been fantastic examples of our values.  The netball and the 

football teams have been excellent ambassadors for the year group and the Academy.  They have both been successfully 

competing in the Westminster Schools league this term.  They play with a positive attitude being always polite and respectful 

to their opponents and staff from other schools. We have had lots of comments by spectators from outside the Academy 

about the wonderful sporting spirit of each team and their approach to playing.  The reward for this outstanding effort are 

some pleasing results.  The netball team have had some great wins, including a 20-0 victory.  While the football team have 

won all their matches with only three games to play.  Personally, I would like to say it has been a privilege to coach the Year 

ф ōƻȅǎΩ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ǘŜŀƳ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜǊƳΦ 

 

 
YEAR 9 GCSE CHOICES SCHEDULE: 

January 2018- AP1 exams in each subject 

and results. 

February 2018 ς Academic tutorials for each 

student. 

1st March ς Year 9 Parents Evening. GCSE 

choices form handed out 

12th ς16th March ς Individual student 

interviews with SLT or Year Team. GCSE 

choices form handed in. 

Term 5 ς Choices forms will be collated and 

assessed by SLT.  Students will be allocated 

GCSE subjects for next year. 

Term 6 ς Students handed their Year 10 

GCSE timetable. Opportunity to raise any 

concerns and possibly make changes before 

the end of Year 9. GCSE timetables are 

finalised. 

September 2018 ς Start of GCSE courses.  

No timetable changes will be made. 
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There are many other Year 9 students setting excellent examples around the 

school.  The student leaders continue to be outstanding role models and are 

providing valuable support to others in the year group, led by our Deputy Head 

of Year Ms Cordery.   

I also have to mention Ms Oliver Morgan's amazing work ensuring all students 

are working to our high expectations of behaviour and conduct, as well as 

dealing with our attendance and punctuality concerns.  She supports many of 

our year group and is a key reason for the great progress we are making. 

 
 

YEAR 10 

MR BENJAMIN, HEAD OF YEAR 10 
g.benjamin @pimlicoacademy.org  
 
SPEAK OUT CHALLENGE CHAMPIONS 

Asma Deris and Osman Osman competed at Paddington Academy at the Regional 

Speak Out Challenge Finals on Monday 29th January.  This is a very prestigious event, 

run by Sir Jack Peachey CBE and is the biggest Youth Speaking event in the country.  

Students that have won in the past have gone on to have some fantastic jobs in 

politics, journalism and debating.  Pimlico Academy are very proud to have had two 

finalists this year, Asma Deris and Osman Osman.  

Asma Deris won the Regional Final competing against 20 other finalist students 

from other schools across Kensington, Chelsea and Westminster.  Other schools 

competing included Holland Park; Chelsea Academy; Westminster City and Grey 

Coats.  Mr Connor and Mr Tejani attended the event and when describing Asmas 

speech Mr Connor offered the following words:  

ά!ǎƳŀΩǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ about being Muslim and a woman wowed audiences so much there 

ǿŀǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƴƻ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΗέ  

This means Asma is in the top 0.2% of speakers nationally and goes onto compete 

in the National Semi-Final on the 21st May. 

Not only is this a fantastic achievement, it is a testament to how hard Asma works 

and her development as a public speaker over her time at Pimlico Academy.  We 

wish her the very best of luck for the next stage of the Jack Peatchey Speak Out 

Challenge! 

Well done also to Osman Osman who also competed on the night, giving a well-

planned and delivered speech about sugar that was informative and left the 

audience with much to reflect on.  It was undoubtedly a fantastic achievement for 

Osman to make it so far and we are all extremely proud of his impressive 

achievement.  We look forward to both students delivering their speeches in 

assemblies next term.  

  

 

 

 

 

Asma delivers her award winning speech in 
the final of the Speak Out Challenge 

 

 

Speak out challenge finalist Osman 
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SUPPORT WITH AP1 REVISION 

The year team and students would like to thank staff for their tireless approach to the year groups AP1 exams.  After school 

interventions run by staff have helped alleviate some the concerns students had towards their AP1 exams.  With AP2 exams taking 

place in June students are encouraged to talk to their teachers about their academic areas of uncertainty.  Coupled with the 

support from teachers students have also taken ownership of their revision as many study groups have been seen revising before 

and after school.  To support our target groups with revision techniques Ms Lawrence delivered lectures and workshops on the 

effective use of revision cards as well as other useful revision techniques.  To support students with targeted revision next term 

tutors will be hosting academic discussions in I-space.  The discussions will involve the setting up to five academic targets for 

students that are based on their AP1 feedback from staff.  Moving forward the year team would like to encourage the entire year 

group to jump on board with the positive attitude many students are displaying towards their revision.  

 

MR REVEL, HEAD OF YEAR 11 
m.revel@pimlicoacademy.org   
 
STUDIOUS YEAR 11 STUDENTS 

As the exam season draws closer, the year 11 cohort have really raised their game in terms of their attitude to study and 

revision.  This term has seen a marked increase in students using the study room after school to work with our excellent 

intervention tutors, Mr Cornish and Mr Dhadli.  It is always a pleasure to drop into the study room after school and see 

students gaining important one to one support with specific topics they are having difficulty with.  While it is encouraging 

to see students working with tutors, what is especially great about the study room is the number of students who go there 

to work independently.  Often, students can be seen with their books working independently, producing revision cards, 

revisiting material from year 10 and industriously preparing for the next assessment point.  The skills these students are 

showing in working like this are impressive and are the skills that will help them be successful in sixth form, college, 

university or whatever they choose to do in the next stage of their education.  

PREFECT COMMITTEES 

In the last newsletter, I reported the good work the Equality Committee had done in raising awareness of the gender pay 

gap and also providing an i-development session on mental health.  They have continued their excellent work by running a 

cake sale that raised money for Black Lives Matter.  It is not only the Equality Committee who have been busy but the 

Environment Committee have been working hard to reduce the environmental impact the school has.  The damaging impact 

waste plastic has on the environment has been a hot topic in the media in recent weeks and the Environment Committee 

have an ambitious proposal to try and address the amount of waste plastic the school produces.  They have drafted a letter 

to senior figures in the school proposing how this can be done.  While the project is in its early stages, it is impressive that 

our prefects are engaging in topical issues and trying to find innovative solutions to the problems. We look forward to seeing 

their project develop in the coming weeks.  

POST 16 
MS DRIVER, HEAD OF POST 16 
g.driver@pimlicoacademy.org  
 

SHERIFFS CHALLENGE:  

Year 12 students are engaged in a research based public speaking and debate competition.  Students have been given the 

task to focus on leaders of today and our group have chosen Mona Eltahaya, feminist author and leader in movement the 

Liberation for Women in the Middle East.  The 8 students involved: Bea, Gabby, Art, Samad, Halima, Mariam, Ami, Benin 

mailto:g.benjamin@pimlicoacademy.org
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will compete against other schools on the 21st February.  Students are preparing a presentation on their chosen leader and 

if successful will go onto the final to debate whose leader has made the most outstanding contribution. 

SOCIAL MOBILITY FOUNDATION:  

Of our 18 year 12 applicants for the Aspiring Professional Programme, 10 have already heard that they have been accepted.  

The programme provides professional and university mentoring, career workshops and internships that gives students the 

confidence and skills to compete for top university and jobs.   

WEX:  

Year 12 students begin their week long work experience placements on the 19th of February.  We are incredibly excited to 

see them experience such high quality placements.  100% of students have been placed.  Opportunities are carefully 

matched to student career interest.  Students will heading off to work with the MP Frank Fields, Laboratory work on Kings 

College Hospital, Hospital placements at Guys and Southampton, Grovesnor Property Group, Balfour Beatty engineers, Irwin 

Mitchell Law firm to name just few of our placements.  

UCAS:  

All of our 80 year 13 students have planned destinations.  Top headline figures: 

¶ 72 university applications have been submitted to UCAS (highest % of applicants to university of a year group in last 

3 years) 

¶ 52% of students have an offer from a Russell Group university at present but still awaiting offers (38 of 72) 

¶ 2 art college applications 

¶ 5 apprenticeship applicants (1 place has been secured through the Brokerage) 

Oxbridge:  

We are very pleased for the below students who have been given offers for places at Cambridge following a highly 

competitive application and interview process.  

Five Cambridge offers 

- Joseph Vambe: Human, Social and Political Science, Kings College 

- Froher Yassin: Medicine, Jesus College  

- Amin Elhassan: History, Jesus College 

- Amanzhol Kellet: Architecture, Pembroke College  

- Mohamed Malem: Engineering, Girton College  
 

We support our Oxbridge applicants in a variety of ways and are excited to begin working with our year 12 cohort on 

preparing them for their applications come October.  

- Allocate a subject mentor in school to recommend/discuss wider reading 

- Mock interviews through Wentworth Tutors pro bono work/Westminster school, RA contacts, employees within 
Future 

- Preparation for interviews with Post 16 team  

- Use of HEAN training in supporting personal statements and building references 
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SOCIAL SCIENCES 
MS LAWRENCE, HEAD OF SOCIAL SCIENCES 
h.lawrence@pimlicoacademy.org   

 
SOCIAL SCIENCES - ! ¸9!w ммΩ{ t9w{t9/¢L±9 
²ƛǘƘ ŜȄŀƳǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊΣ ǿŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǊ ¸ŜŀǊ ммΩǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŀƭ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜǎ 

department at GCSE, and her decision to pick Social Science subjects for A-level. 

 
AYA JEBARI- YEAR 11 
I chose to study both Religious Studies and Citizenship at GCSE because I am very interested in 

Ƙƻǿ ƻǳǊ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 

politics and religion.  I am glad I chose both subjects, as the content crosses over a lot. For 

example, we learnt about the lack of human rights in North Korea in Citizenship, which I was 

able to use in RS when we learnt about religious views on violence.  I also do Geography GCSE, 

which works well with Citizenship as they both teach us about issues like global wealth 

inequality and barriers to development.   

Following my positive experience at GCSE in the Social Sciences department, I have chosen to take both Sociology and 

Politics A-level, because I want to learn about social and political issues in much greater depth, particularly ones that affect 

me and other young people.  I want to know enough to be able to have a say in political decisions.  Studying social sciences 

allows me to have a democratic voice and to expand my knowledge about how power works in our society.  I hope to work 

ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ƻǊ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ ŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭƭƻǿ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 

lives and help reduce inequality.  I would recommend studying Citizenship and Religious Studies GCSEs to everyone.  

 

SOCIAL SCIENCES BEYOND THE CLASSROOM  

One of our sixth form students, Bia Cerkez, has decided to pursue her academic interests beyond the classroom by taking 

part in an 11 week twilight programme at the School of Oriental and African Studies on ΨLƴƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ƛƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩ.  The programme 

covers a wide range of topics including economics, governance and democracy, environmental issues, gender equality and 

others! Bia studies Politics, Sociology and History A-level, and is hoping to study a social sciences degree at university.  

 
BIA CERKEZ- YEAR 12 

L ŎƘƻǎŜ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨLƴƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ƛƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀǘ {h!{ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ 

opportunity that was very relevant to my interests.  I also wanted to learn more specifically 

ŀōƻǳǘ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΣ ŀǎ L ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǳǎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ 

experiences in these parts of the world.  The topic we studied that I found the most interesting 

was the session on feminist economics in sub-Saharan Africa.  We learnt that statistics on 

gender equality can be very misleading.  For example, on the surface, greater numbers of 

women in work could be seen as positive but this could be because of extreme poverty which 

forces women to take on menial jobs to survive, and is therefore not necessarily an indication 

of greater female empowerment.  I also enjoyed the session on organisations that help to 

implement free, fair elections in former dictatorships. 

Taking part in this course has given me an insight into university life and ways of learning 

mailto:h.lawrence@pimlicoacademy.org
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DRAMA  

MS SIMPSON, HEAD OF DRAMA  
a.simpson@pimlicoacademy.org  
 
EVENTS IN DRAMA DURING TERM 3 

Since the beginning of term 3, many students in Drama have had the 

opportunity to be involved in a range of experiences and performances.  The 

English National Opera, who we began working with in October 2017, came 

ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƻ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨhǇŜǊŀ {ǉǳŀŘΩ ǇǊƻject with us which will be performed 

ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳ с ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ tƛƳƭƛŎƻ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅΩǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭΦ  5ǊŀƳŀ ŀƴŘ aǳǎƛŎ 

students from years 8 and 9 took part in a workshop exploring how using their 

bodies, voices and working as a chorus can help to tell interesting stories. In 

ǘŜǊƳ п ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŀŘŀǇǘŜŘ hǇŜǊŀ ǎǘȅƭŜ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ Ψ! 

aƛŘǎǳƳƳŜǊ bƛƎƘǘΩǎ 5ǊŜŀƳΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭΦ  

We then invited BTEC Level 3 Performing Arts students from Kingsway College 

in to deliver a Theatre in Education style workshop and performance.  The 

Kingsway students worked with our GCSE Year 10 drama students to explore 

the issues, emotions and consequences around difficult family and friendship 

situations.  This led into the Kingsway students performing a short play 

exploring the issues raised in the workshop.  Our Year 10 GCSE students found 

this more educational style of theatre very interesting and commented that 

ǘƘŜȅ ΨƭƛƪŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜŀǘǊŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘƻƻƭ ǘƻ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘŜ 

people to make changes to their lives and see the world from different 

ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΦΩ  

Year 10 GCSE taking part in a workshop delivered by BTEC Level 3 Kingsway 

College students 

Additionally, we had the amazing opportunity to take part in a project 

delivered by the prestigious Royal Court Theatre in Sloane Square.  The Royal 

Court delivered a whole morning of workshops for 3 different Year 9 and 10 

classes exploring the sensitive yet important issue of Female Genital Mutilation 

(FGM).  Students looked at the causes, attitudes, laws and consequences of this 

issue.  After the workshops many students commented that they felt much 

more informed on the topic and understood the facts rather than the myths 

surrounding the issue.  For example, it being a cultural issue rather than a 

religious one.  The information gained from these workshops was valuable 

when watching the performance which followed the lives of 2 young girls living 

ƛƴ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ŀƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎ ƻŦ CDaΦ  ¢ƘŜ Ǉƭŀȅ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ/ǳǘǘƛƴΩ ƛǘΩ ŀƴŘ 

originally performŜŘ ¢ƘŜ ¸ƻǳƴƎ ±ƛŎ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ ƛƴ нлмсΦ  ¢ƘŜ н ƎƛǊƭǎΩ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

mainly told through a series of short monologues and gradually the characters 

begun to interact with each other once they realised they had both 

experienced the same trauma.  The plot twist at the end left many students overwhelmed, emotional and wanting to learn 

ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎΩ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΦ  

 
 
  

 

 
 

Photos from the performance of 
Ψ/ǳǘǘƛƴΩ ƛǘΩ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ƘŜ wƻȅŀƭ /ƻǳǊǘ 
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Finally, our BTEC Year 11 Performing Arts students performed their scripted piece, for they scripted performance exam, on 

Tuesday 30th January to an audience of Year 9 students and our drama ambassadors.  They performed an edited version of 

ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀȅ Ψtǳƴƪ wƻŎƪΩ ōȅ {ƛƳƻƴ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǎƛȄǘƘ ŦƻǊƳ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ 

one another.  Their performance goes towards their overall grade at the end of the year.  The Year 9 audience commented 

ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ΨƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΣ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǳƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

ǎƘƻŎƪƛƴƎΗΩ  ²Ŝƭƭ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ мм .¢9/ tŜǊŦƻǊƳƛng Arts students.  I am sure your hard work will be reflected in the 

grades you achieve in the summer.  

HISTORY 
MS HARRIES, HEAD OF HISTORY  
a.harries@pimlicoacademy.org  

 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǘŜǊƳΣ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ¸ŜŀǊ мн ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ΨDǊŜŀǘ 5ŜōŀǘŜΩΦ  The event was hosted at 

tƛƳƭƛŎƻ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΥ ά²ŀǎ ǘƘŜ мфму ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŀƴŎƘƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 

significant moment in .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΚέ 

Halima argued that the 1928 Representation of the People Act was more significant as it provided universal suffrage for 

those over 21.  Others considered the significance of 

Magna Carta, the Provisions of Oxford and the Great 

Reform Act. 

It was a fascinating event and demonstrated how 

informed and articulate our young historians are. 

The History Department has had a very successful term in 

History Society.  Some of our historians volunteered to 

lead the sessions on historical events about which they 

are passionate. We have had presentations on a broad 

range of stimulating subjects including the 

anniversary of the 1918 Representation of the 

People Act, books that have been banned, 

highway men in the 19th century and the history 

of Albania. 

Here we have two of our bright historians 

discussing the legend of Rozafa Castle. 
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MUSIC 
MRS ELIS-WILLIAMS, HEAD OF MUSIC 
h.elis-williams@pimlicoacademy.org  

{!w!IΩ{ ht9w! w9±L9² 

On the 30th January 2018, I and a handful of students from Pimlico Academy 

went to the Coliseum near Trafalgar Square to watch a performance by the 

English National Opera called Satyagraha.  It was an amazing experience. 

When the other year 8 girls and I arrived at the Coliseum, we arrived after the 

performance had started because of an Immunisation Injection but this 

ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ƳŜ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ hǇŜǊŀΦ  My favourite part in Act II scene 

1 was when the wife of the police superintendent protects Ghandi from crowds 

ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ LƴŘƛŀƴ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎΦ  I liked it because it reminded me that 

amongst all the evil and selfishness in the world, there is always going to be a 

little good.  It revived the thought in my mind that there is still hope for this 

twisted world we live in right now. 

In Act II scene 3, I admired the fact that the Satyagrahis burned their identity 

documents.  They did this because the Black Act was being carried out.  They 

had made a settlement with the government that they would undergo 

voluntary registration in return for the Black Act being repealed but the 

ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƛǾŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΦ L ŀŘƳƛǊŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ŘŜŦƛŀƴŎŜ 

because they were standing up for their rights.  ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƛǘ 

around and let the government tell them what to do, they were going to fight 

for their freedom.  The beautiful thing about it was that it was a non-violent 

protest.  So many times we hear in the news about people getting killed in 

violent protests.  The Satyagrahis were wise to non-violently protest and I 

found this simple act incredibly audible. 

One of my favourite things about the Opera was the music.  Its minimalistic 

style brought a strange complexity to the Opera and added more depth.  The 

music told a story of rejection, violence and eventually triumph.  The fact that 

there were only a small number of instruments playing really helped me listen 

to the actual sound of the music.  It ebbed and flowed its way throughout the 

Opera and completed the show.  Throughout it, there was a similar tune and 

melody.  There was a mixture of metres in the music which gave it a mixture 

of different feelings. I often closed my eyes during it to focus on the music and 

it put my mind at peace. 

Overall the day, despite it being quite long, was really memorable.  It told a 

story of morality and persevering to fight for what is right. It was a great show 

and I would love to see it again. 

-Sarah Idundun, Year 8 

  

 

 
  

Congratulations to all students who 

performed in Pimlico Idol 2018 and a 

special thanks to the staff cameo 

performance at the end of the show. It 

ǿŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 

winner was Joseph Boyo from year 10.  

The duo Renato Ferrieria Costa and 

Adesha Craig, both from year 10, came 

second place with Heath Garrett, also 

from year 10, in third.  Well done to all 

the finalist for getting through to the 

final and doing a fantastic job ς Joao De 

Sousa (year 9), Matilda Stokes (year 11), 

Danica Rigor (year 9), Jasmine Amin 

(year 8), Abigail Ermias (year 8) and 

Aaliyah Kesson (year 11).  

Here is a photo of the winning 

performance by Joseph. Photo by Duke 

Brooks (year 11)  
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PE AND SPORTS FIXTURES 

ADAM HUMPHREYS 
a.humphreys @pimlicoacademy.org  
 

Thirteen students from the Pimlico Academy Basketball programme were 

chosen to attend an NBA clinic to celebrate the 2018 Jr NBA League and the 

b.!Ωǎ Dƭƻōŀƭ DŀƳŜǎ ¢ƻǳǊΦ  

The students participated in an hour long coaching sessions working on skills 

such as dribbling, shooting and passing. The Commissioner of the NBA, Adam 

Silver, introduced the event and on court were ex professionals John Amaechi 

and Dikembe Mutumbo.  Tottenham Hotspur stars Jan Vetongen and Eric Dier 

were also present, but the highlight of the day for the students was having the 

opportunity to meet some of the Philadelphia 76ers squad after their practice.  

YEAR 8 HOUSE SPORT  

On Tuesday 23rd January, the annual Year 8 House Sport competition took 

place.  Attendance for both the football and basketball competitions was 

fantastic and made for a really successful event.  

Nothing could separate Zeus and Apollo on the day, with both houses 

securing 275pts towards their tally with Hera and Athena close behind.  A 

huge well done to all the students who participated, you represented 

yourself, the Academy and your House brilliantly.  
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YEAR 8 RESULTS      CURRENT HOUSE SPORT STANDINGS 

tƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ IƻǳǎŜ tƻƛƴǘǎ 
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ENGLISH 
MS ROBERTS, HEAD OF ENGLISH 
k.roberts @pimlicoacademy.org  

BOOK WEEK 2018 

We celebrated Book Week in the final week of term 3 and have had a range of events to 

celebrate.  These included special lunchtime clubs and a Book Sale to raise money for First 

Story, a literacy charity.  

Students had the opportunity to enjoy a special book based History Society with 

Mr Palmer focusing on how books, including Wizard of Oz, have been banned throughout 

History and a Sketchbook Circle focusing on illustration with Ms Tonkin.  

One part of our celebration was a visit from author Joanne Owen who ran workshops 

with some of our year 7 

and 8 students.  She 

discussed with students the 

inspiration for her own novels, including Circus Unseen which 

was inspired by a trip to Prague.  Her workshops centred on 

ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ΨǎǇŀǊƪǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΩ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƻōƧŜŎǘǎ ǘƻ 

inspire their own ideas for stories. Students were very positive 

about the opportunity to meet a published author and were 

proud of the stories that they had created.  CƛǊŀǘ ǎŀƛŘ Ψƛǘ ǿŀǎ 

great to learn about how Geography can inspire stories and to 

learn about her new book set in the CaribbeaƴΦΩ  !ǎŜŜƭ ǎŀƛŘ Ψƛǘ 

was nice to see where her inspiration came from and how that 

ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƴƻǾŜƭΩΦ  The classes wrote their own stories which 

included a variety of plots based on objects Joanne brought 

with her.  

  

tƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ IƻǳǎŜ tƻƛƴǘǎ 
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ENGLISH NOTICES:  

As a start to the New Year, it was a pleasure to come back to the news that Mariam Abdelhadi; Romina Aghaie; Scarlett 

{ǘƻƪŜǎ ŀƴŘ IȅŘŜǊ !ƭ 5ŀƳƛ ƘŀŘ ŀƭƭ ōŜŜƴ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƛŎƪŜŘ /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΩǎ !ƴǘƘƻƭƻƎȅΦ  Their 100 word pieces 

on strange new worlds is truly a delight to read.  It is testament to the writing of Pimlico Students that not one but four 

students were selected for publication.  Here is an example of the work: 

ά¢ƘŜ ǎŜŀ ǎǇǊƛǘŜǎ ǎƳŀǎƘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƛŦŦ ŀƴŘ ǊŀƪŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻƴƎΣ ŦƻŀƳ-tipped nails down the steep face, pulling at rock skin.  They 

came from the cold lands of the North.  The cold had frozen their blood into pure icy war hunger.  They pulled and howled 

with each breaking wave, desperate to scale. I tossed another rounded pebble into their ranks.  They howled louder, the wind 

carrying their shrieks above and beyond what was surely natural. I tossed another pebble and another, trying to hit their 

scaly backs and faces as the wind blew, tousling my hair.  wƻŀǊƛƴƎΦ IƻǿƭƛƴƎΦ wƻŀǊƛƴƎΦέ ς Scarlett Stokes, Year 11. 

This term also saw the arrival of our new writer in residence, Caroline Bird, who has switched with Hannah De Silva to deliver 

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ {ǘƻǊȅ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ  The group worked this term on some fantastic pieces ranging from: writing from the 

perspective of feathers and teeth to 

Manifesto writing.  We look forward to 

hearing their pieces in tƛƳƭƛŎƻ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅΩǎ 

upcoming First Story anthology!  Launch 

date tbc. 

Further to this, in week 5, Asma Deris and 

Osman took part in the regional Speak Out 

Challenge.  This saw them compete with 

20 other finalists from different schools 

including Westminster City; Grey Coats; 

Chelsea and Holland Park.  It is with great 

pleasure to announce that Asma Deris took 

the Kensington, Chelsea and Westminster 

Regional Finalist title which enables her to go on and compete in the semi-final in May.  Her speech: Being Muslim and a 

²ƻƳŀƴΣ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǳŘŜŘ ŀǎ άƘŀƴŘǎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜΗέ ς Mr. Connor and Mr. Tijani.  

Well done Asma!  

The English Department were especially excited to see such whole school involvement in the annual Book Week too.  Led 

by Ms. Davies in History, the English student ambassadors, students and teachers helped run a fantastically bookish week.  

As any teacher will tell you, reading is incredibly important.  Not only do the best people read, it also helps develop your 

writing and comprehension skills which help you in all of your subjects!  If you would like to further your reading, there is a 

book list on the MLE and English teachers are a wealth of knowledge on all things book related. 

As the countdown to the exams begins for Year 11 and Year 13, we remind all students to make sure they revise little and 

often.  There are a wealth of resources on the MLE and teachers are always happy to help.  Happy revising for AP2! 

WORD OF 2017 

Youthquake (n): a significant political and social change arising from the actions of young people. 
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SCIENCE 
MRS PRIOR, HEAD OF SCIENCE 
a.prior@pimlicoacademy.org   

SCIENCE WEEK 

This term we are gearing up to one of the most important weeks in The Science 

Departments calendar.  National Science Week 12th ς 16th March. 

We take Science Week very seriously at Pimlico Academy and the week is full 

of exciting and mind boggling events.  This year is no different.  We are looking 

at the relatively new science, Biomimicry. 

Biomimicry is the science of looking at how nature solves problems and 

developing ways to replicate them. 

For instance; The 

Hippopotamus looks pink, is it 

because he is sunburnt from 

laying around in the sun all 

day? 

No, Scientists have found that 

hippopotami secrete and 

pink/red liquid that is an 

incredibly good sun cream.  So 

we are going to investigate how effective 

άƘƛǇǇƻ ǎǿŜŀǘέ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǇ ōƻǳƎƘǘ 

creams. 

 

Can Mushrooms be the future of 

packaging, will we be able to replace 

plastics with a mouldable material 

made from mushrooms and companies 

such as IKEA are looking to use this 

technology throughout its stores. 

 

The wiggly Wild Show will be in school 

for the day, with a variety of animals. 

How does a gecko walk up walls? 

What is the snails slime made from?  

All these questions answered and 

more 

  

 

 
 
 

MURDER IN THE SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 

In Science Club we have had a great mystery 
ǘƻ ǎƻƭǾŜΤ ΨWho murdered Ms tǊƛƻǊΚΩ  A 
number of teachers were suspects (see 
below) and we used scientific experiments 
to narrow down the list.  Along the way, we 
have also been discovering so much about 
the mysteries of Science itself. It is a fun but 
educational club to go to.  So come down, if 
you can, to room 134 Mondays after school. 
 
Sarah Idundun 
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